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S 
HEõS RATED as one of the 

worldõs top tattoo artists but Ceri 

Williams turned down the chance 

of emigrating to open her own studio in 

Gosportõs Stoke Road. 

   And at the end of her first week in the 

newly refurbished premises, the happy 

38-year-old said: òIt couldnõt be better!ó 

   Ceri is no stranger to Gosport, having 

lived in the town with husband Dan for 

the past eight years. 

   But until this month she  was working 

for other studios in Gosport and Ports-

mouth, even though being much in de-

mand from a large, loyal international 

following of clients meant Ceri having to 

jet off to locations in countries such as 

Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand 

and the USA ñ not to mention on the 

Continent ñ several times a year. 

   òNow Iõm having to apologise to my 

overseas clients because I havenõt the 

time to visit them this year ,ó she said. 

   òSome of them have said theyõd rather 

come over to Gosport to have work 

done than wait another year or whenev-

er Iõm able to fly over.ó 

   Just because  foreign fans are willing to 

fork out on plane tickets and hotel bills 

so that Ceri can adorn their bodies with 

her world-famous artwork doesnõt mean 

theyõre super-rich celebs, however. 

   òFor most people who want tattoos it 

is a passion, a ôwork in progressõ, some-

thing they save up for and can keep add-

ing to,ó she said. 

   Although the business, at 51a Stoke 

Road, is called Ceri Williams Tattoos, 

from April body piercings will also  be 

carried out, by  friend Cheryl Parslow. 

   In the meantime cosmopolitan Ceri ñ 

who swapped Welsh surname Thomas 

for another one when she married 

painter and guitarist Dan ñ  has months 

of advanced bookings to tackle before 

she can decide on the next step. 

World at her feet but top tattooist Ceri says... 

EXCLUSIVE 

By ROBIN YOUNG 

HAPPY MEMORIES:  Ceri Williams in her Stoke Road studio with a family 
photograph of childhood travels through Germany. Picture by  Lisa Webb 

Gosportõs 
the best 
place for 
business 

Report and Pictures: Page 5 
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A NATIONAL campaign to promote the 

NHS Friends and Family Test started on 

Monday and finishes today, Friday. 

   The FFT is a way to find out from pa-

tients, quickly and anonymously, how 

they rate their latest experience of Na-

tional Health Service care or treatment.   

   They can provide comments to ex-

plain their score and the feedback helps 

to focus on areas needing improvement. 

   As most feedback is positive, the FFT 

also provides a well-deserved pat on the 

back from hard-working NHS staff.   

   It has been welcomed by the three 

GPs who lead the clinical commissioning 

groups which buy most health services 

for more than 600,000 patients in Ports-

mouth and south east Hampshire. 

   Dr Barbara Rushton (South Eastern 

Hampshire CCG) said: òThe FFT has 

been rolled out across many NHS ser-

vices. We are keen to spread the word 

that, at any time you use NHS 

healthcare, you can give fast, anonymous 

feedback that could help improve ser-

vices. The FFT asks a simple question to 

find out whether, based on your experi-

ence, you rate the service highly enough 

to say you would recommend it to the 

people you care about, which is seen as 

the acid test for most people of whether 

something is good enough.ó 

 Dr David Chilvers (Fareham and Gos-

port CCG) said: òWe are told that na-

tionally nearly 17 million pieces of pa-

tient feedback have been given in the 

past three years, so itõs really important 

for the NHS to stand back and evaluate 

how those comments are helping to 

improve patient care. 

   òBut one big benefit is that NHS staff 

learn that they are in the main doing a 

great job. More than 90 per cent of peo-

ple who complete the test give a posi-

tive response and that is really good for 

the NHS and for morale.ó   

   For more information on FFT, visit 

www.nhs.uk/friendsandfamily. 

Patients quizzed on quality of boroughôs NHS services 

H 
AMPSHIREõS new Chief 

Constable was officially 

appointed this week and 

takes up the post on April 4. 

   Olivia Pinkney moves over from 

Sussex Police, where she was Depu-

ty Chief Constable, to become the 

first woman to take the top Hamp-

shire Constabulary position. 

   She was the unanimous choice of  

the Hampshire Police and Crime 

Panel at a confirmation hearing last 

Friday following a recommendation 

by Commissioner  Simon Hayes. 

   The decision was ratified on Mon-

day after a recruitment process  

which also involved senior commu-

nity stakeholders and partners from 

18 organisations across Hampshire 

and the Isle of Wight, as well as a 

two-day interview. 

   As part of the role of the Hamp-

shire Police and Crime Panel to 

scrutinise the work of the Police 

and Crime Commissioner, the PCP 

is required to hold a confirmation 

hearing to review the proposed 

appointment and question the pre-

ferred candidate on their suitability 

for the role.  

   Based on that hearing, the PCP 

then made a report with its recom-

mendation on the appointment.  

 *5z4 " 426"3& 803-%OOO 

...with Francis Carpenter 

AS WELL as the Womenõs World Championship the 

Candidates Tournament is in progress.  

   There are eight players:  Viswanathan Anand, Levon 

Aronian, Sergey Karjakin, Anish Giri, Fabiano Caruana, 

Peter Svidler, Hikaru Nakamura and Veselin Topalov. 

   The winner will go on to play Magnus Carlsen for the 

World Championship in September. Anand started well 

in round 1 with a win against Topalov although he was 

fortunate.  

Anand vs Topalov  

e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 Nf6 4. d3 Bc5 5. O-O d6 6. c3 

O-O 7. Nbd2 Ne7 8. d4 ed4 9. cd4 Bb6 10. Re1 Bg4 

11. h3 Bh5 12. a4 a6 13. Bf1 Re8 14. a5 Ba7 15. Qb3 

Nc6 16. d5 Nd4 17. Nd4 Bd4 18. Qb7 Nd7 19. Nc4 

Nc5 20. Qc6 Nb3 21. Rb1 Nc1 22. Rbc1 Rb8 23. Qa6 

Qh4 24. Rc2 Re4 25. Ne3 Qd8 26. Qc4 Bg6 27. Bd3 

Rf4 28. Bg6 hg6 29. g3 Re4 30. a6 Qe8 31. Rce2 Bb6 

32. Qd3 Ra8 33. Kg2 Qa4 34. b3 Rd4 35. ba4 Rd3 36. 

Nc4 Ra6 37. a5 Bd4 38. Re8 Kh7 39. R1e7 Rc3 40. Nd2 

Rc2 41. Ne4 f6 42. h4 Ra5 43. Rf7 g5 44. h5 Rf2 45. Nf2 

Ra2 46. Rff8 Rf2 47. Kh3 g4 48. Kg4 f5 49. Rf5 black 

resigned on move 20  

   Topalov had two better continuations. One was 20é 

Re7 intending f6 and Be8 trapping the queen. Can you 

spot the second?  

Solution: Page 6  

   This week it detailed how the 

panel unanimously approved the 

selection of Mrs Pinkney.  

   Prior to her role as the Deputy 

Chief Constable for Sussex Police, 

Mrs Pinkney was Assistant Inspec-

tor of Constabulary with HMIC, 

leading independent professional 

assessments of police efficiency and 

effectiveness for the public.  

   She also served as Assistant Chief 

Constable for Surrey and Sussex 

Police, and was the Southeast lead 

for serious and organised crime. 

   Nationally, she led for the police 

on tackling organised immigration 

crime including people trafficking. 

She was awarded the Queenõs Po-

lice Medal in the 2016v New Year 

Honours.  

   Chairman of the Police and Crime 

Panel, Councillor David Stewart, 

said: òThe way in which she an-

swered each of the questions posed 

by the panel has demonstrated her 

suitability for the role, meaning that 

Hampshire and the Isle of Wight 

now have a new Chief Constable of 

exceptionally high calibre.ó 

    Mr Hayes said: òThis appoint-

ment is hugely important for the 

future development of Hampshire 

Constabulary, but it is not just 

about the Constabulary itself, the 

Chief Constable must work strate-

gically, and with our partners across 

Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.ó 

   And Mrs Pinkney, who will take 

over from Acting Chief Constable 

Graham McNulty, said: òIõm abso-

lutely delighted to hear the panelõs 

decision and I look forward to lead-

ing the professionals within Hamp-

shire Constabulary and serving the 

communities across the county and 

the Isle of Wight.ó 

OLIVIA PINKNEY 
Start next month 

http://www.awin1.com/awclick.php?mid=2459&id=228547
http://www.bella-armonia.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/friendsandfamily
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A MAN has been jailed for a total of 

four years after admitting defrauding 

elderly and vulnerable women by 

overcharging them for house repair 

work. 

   One of his many victims was an 

84-year-old from Gosport who had 

been cheated out of £2,650. 

   Mark Kempster, aged 50, of no 

fixed abode, was sentenced at Win-

chester Crown Court last Friday 

after admitting six counts of fraud 

by false representation at previous 

hearings. 

   The court was told that between 

January 1, 2013 and February 2, 

2015, Kempster repeatedly called 

on a 61-year-old woman in South-

ampton, after replacing some roof 

tiles at her home. 

   He demanded more and more 

money for the work and obtained 

from her a total of £15,000. 

   According to the prosecution, on 

February 17, 2015, Kempster visited 

   On May 8, 2015, Kempster visited 

an 82-year-old woman in Alresford 

and charged her £1,860 for roof 

repairs that were never completed. 

   The court also heard that on No-

vember 24, 2015, Kempster re-

ceived £2,650 from the  84-year-old 

woman in Gosport for work on her 

roof that was never completed. 

   A confiscation hearing under the 

Proceeds of Crime Act will take 

place on July 18. 

   Investigating officer Detective 

Constable Paul Barry said: òMark 

Kempster targeted the elderly and 

the vulnerable and took substantial 

amounts of money from them. 

   òThis is a despicable type of 

crime. Throughout the investigation, 

he showed no remorse to his vic-

tims and preyed on their good na-

ture by offering to carry out work 

on the roofs of their properties. 

   òThis work was often not even 

required and the work that was 

completed was to a very 

poor standard and gross-

ly inflated in price. 

   òThis sentence should 

serve as a reminder that 

Hampshire Constabulary 

will always pursue crimi-

nals who commit these 

types of offences.ó 

a 90-year-old woman at her home 

in Andover and persuaded her that 

her roof needed repair work. 

   On this occasion, he asked for 

cash up front and drove her into 

Andover town centre to go to a 

bank. He then left when the bank 

manager became suspicious. 

PRIZE CREW:  At the In Perspective competition presentations in The 
Green Dragon are joint runner-up Christine Fernie; editor Robin Young; 
first prize winner Steve Gilbert and, highly commended for two of her 
photographs, Amanda Morby. Picture by Lisa Webb 

ôCowboyõ roofer who preyed 
on elderly gets 4-year term  

MARK KEMPSTER 
Demanded money 

Publishing 
deadlines 

DUE to public holidays 

over  Easter, the adver-

tising and editorial copy 

deadlines for next weekõs 

Gosport Globe have 

been brought forward to 

noon  on Maundy Thurs-

day, March 24. 

Winning smiles 
for the camera 
I 

T WAS a night for snap judgments 

when the winners of the first Gos-

port Globe In Perspective photog-

raphy competition collected their prizes. 

   For joining them at The Green Drag-

on in Rowner on Monday were three of 

the judges whoõd cast their votes at the 

end of the inaugural event in January ñ 

Paul Jacobs, Lisa Webb and Dave Smith. 

   Overall winner was Steve Gilbert, 

who revealed how he had ôcapturedõ a 

fox up a tree during an open day visit to 

the Secret World Wildlife rescue centre 

at Highbridge, in Somerset, last year. 

   òIt was a young fox that was being 

cared for, after its mother was killed, so 

that it could eventually be released back 

into the wild,ó he said. 

   òLots of people were wandering 

around looking at him so, not at all 

bothered, he decided to scramble up the 

tree to get a better look at them!ó 

   Second prizewinner Christine Fernie 

said she achieved her perfect mirrored 

image of three model yachts on the 

Cockle Pond at Gosport with a mobile 

phone òbecause the wind dropped just 

at the right timeó. 

   Unfortunately Richard Baker-Jones 

was unable to collect his joint second 

prize due to family illness but Amanda 

Morby was there to pick up framed 

commendations for  her pictures of har-

bour fireworks and a perfect moon. 

   Our thanks to landlady Alanna Clem-

ents for  the venue and a superb buffet. 

http://track.webgains.com/click.html?wgcampaignid=169679&wgprogramid=159
http://www.brooksbruce.co.uk/
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TO ADVERTISE in The 
Gosport Globe Classi-
fieds section costs just 
12p per word or 15p if 
displayed in a box. 
   For full details, see 
www.gosportglobe.uk 
and click óAdvertiseô. 

Pub guide  

FREE: Pool and juke 
box at The Green 
Dragon pub on Rowner 
Road, Gosport, every 
Wednesday. 
PLUS: Sundayôs meat 
raffle, tickets Ã1 each. 

Events  

SEE Coming Events 
guide on Pages 15, 16 
&24. Free Listings are 
on Pages 14&15. 

Painter/Decorator  

I HAVE been a self-employed painter /decorator since 
1993. In that time I have worked on New Builds,  
Housing Associations, Local Authority, Private Sector, 
and also two Grand Design projects. 
   All aspects of internal/external decorating, friendly 
professional service.  
   For a FREE no obligation QUOTE, Telephone: 
0239250115; Mobile: 07874340313                                                                                                                                                            

Plumber  

AS-SOON-AS-POSS 
Plumber. Call Robert 
Bartlett, 07715322120, 
Stradbrook, Gosport. 
Hampshire PO13OEZ. 
Website http://www. 
plumbbob.co.uk; email 
robertbartlett345@ 
Hotmail.co.uk. 

T 
HE family of 25-year-old Daniel 

Mark Thomas Stone, above, from 

Gosport, have paid an emotional 

tribute to him after he sadly died follow-

ing a road accident. 

   The motorbike he was riding struck 

the central reservation on the A32 in 

Fareham shortly after 8am last Friday. 

   And his family said in a statement is-

sued by Hampshire Constabulary: 

"Daniel, affectionately referred to as 

'Daniel son' by his family, is lovingly 

missed by his parents Phil and Michelle 

and his brothers and sisters Paris, Kial, 

Harry, Bluebell, Jimmy and Fred. 

   "Daniel was a local lad who grew up in 

the Gosport area and lived life to the 

full. He was passionate about his music 

and bikes and will be missed by his many 

friends.ó 

Familyõs tribute to 
tragic  

HAMPSHIRE County 

Council has launched a 

10-week public consulta-

tion to ask residents 

how it can cut the cost 

of  its Household Waste 

Recycling Centres. 

  Councillor Seán Wood- 

ward said: òThe cuts the 

Government has made 

to Hampshireõs grant are 

now so severe that we 

simply cannot afford to 

carry on as before.  

   òThe county council 

had been planning to 

make savings to meet a 

£98 million funding 

shortfall by April 2017 

but when the Govern-

ment announced its fund-

ing plans for local au-

thorities for the next 

three years, Hampshire 

lost £48 million more 

this year than had been 

anticipated.ó 

   He added: òWe are 

now in a position where 

we need to establish 

how we can run the 

HWRC service with a 

much smaller budget in a 

way that is financially 

sustainable for Hamp-

shire council taxpayers in 

the long term.ó 

   It operates 24 sites 

open seven days a week. 

Host Families  

JOB OPPORTUNITY: Become a host 
family for our Italian students for a 
term or a semester.  
   We will pay Ã22 per day, full board.   
   Please apply to: 
 enquiry@thetrainingcompany.org 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Picture courtesy of Hampshire Constabulary 

mailto:enquiry@thetrainingcompany.org
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Stress on highest standards in a clinically clean studio  

W 
ITH two decades of working 

her way to become one of 

the most sought after tattoo-

ists in the profession,  Ceri Williams has 

a wealth of experience to draw upon. 

   And talking to the friendly, unaffected 

globetrotter about the people with the 

greatest influence on her career and she  

mentions the best ñ and can count 

them among her friends ñ   Liam Mon-

aghan, õMaster of the Dark Artsõ Paul 

Booth, Bob Tyrrell and Andy Engel. 

They often meet up at conventions. 

   But another explanation for Ceriõs 

success lies in her stimulating upbringing. 

She spent her formative years in Germa-

ny, living ôWild West styleõ in wagons 

while artist-sculptor dad travelled from 

one work commission to another. 

   Consequently, the early years were as 

varied and colourful as the stunning skin 

portraits that are now her trademark. 

   òWe might have lived as travellers 

after leaving England when I was three 

but my parents made sure that I had a 

very stable, disciplined childhood, with 

set mealtimes at the table and a strict 

bedtime routine,ó she said on Friday, 

having just celebrated the first full week 

in her new premises. 

   òIt was a tremendously happy time, 

mixing with people living in caravans and 

tepees and the larger tents were used as 

communal areas for music and fun.ó 

   That lasted until she was 16 and set-

tled down to study at Kiel, then Lübeck, 

from 1997 to 2000 before working as a 

typesetter, temping at a call centre and 

teaching English as a foreign language.  

   Art studies led to training as a tattoo-

ist and working for a former nurse in 

Gosport whose stress on the need for 

totally sterile working conditions made a 

big impression on her star pupil. 

     The clinical ethos is clear in her new 

workplace, which is simply but stylishly 

decorated and furnished. The only pic-

tures on the wall include an autographed 

if macabre piece by Paul Booth and a 

favourite photo of the old wagons. 

   Examples of her work ñ every one is 

different for each client ñ are in portfo-

lios at the reception area. Ceri rejects 

the idea of hanging them on the walls. 

   The place is also quiet as the machines 

she uses are silent, rotary operated. Its 

more comforting for clients. 

   Another reason for basing herself in 

Gosport is that Dan has been offered a 

job running a new art gallery when the 

Haslar site is redeveloped. A sister stu-

dio in Germany is a possibility but for 

now Ceri has plenty to get on with. 

   Find her on Facebook, Twitter or at 

http://www.ceriwilliamstattoos.com/. 

The phone is 02392 176620. 

Ceri is out 
to make 
her mark 

CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE: Ceri Williams, top, outside her studio with 
body piercings artist Cheryl Parslow; samples of Ceriôs work, above and 
below left; the newly refurbished premises, right. Pictures by Lisa Webb  
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Gosport Globe 

VIEWPOINT 

Globe contacts... 
PRESS releases, Letters to the Editor and all 
other correspondence via email, contact:   edi-
torial@gosport globe.uk. Call  Robin Young 
on 02392 602418; mobile,  07969 049515. Write 
to 48 Homer Close, Gosport, PO139TL. 
    Contact business manager Fran Young on 
advertising@gosportglobe.uk or phone her on 
02392 602418, mobile 07969 092378. Display 
advertising, call Tog Porter on 01465 460960. 
    The Gosport Globe is published online each 
Friday in PDF form by My Free News Ltd, a 
registered company based in the borough. 
You can also find us on Facebook and Twitter. 

Doctors identify a 
case for concern 
IT IS reasonable to assume that, if a 

potentially fatal illness or injury had to 

be dealt with, our politicians, like most 

of the population, would have no hesi-

tation in entrusting members of the 

medical profession with their lives.  

   So why is it that the Health Minister, 

Jeremy Hunt, expects us to believe 

that the junior doctors who oppose his 

proposed changes to their working 

practices ñ not  mention the many 

senior colleagues who support them ñ 

havenõt the competence to spot when 

theyõre being offered a pig in a poke 

with regard to new contracts?  
   This week patients in Gosport have 

been asked to join a nationwide survey 

to help identify those areas of the     

National Health Service which they 

feel could be improved.  

   Examples given include cleanliness of 

facilities and civility of NHS staff.  

   If allegations that Mr Hunt has been 

less than honest in his claims turn out 

to be well founded, then surely the 

prognosis for him is indisputable!  

Editorial policy... 
THE  GOSPORT GLOBE  offers an independent 
voice and is open to all who wish to contribute, 
within the bounds of decency and laws of libel. 
    It reports the views of residents and visitors 
alike, without always sharing them. 
    If anyone feels that their organisation is not 
being given enough coverage in the newspaper, 
they should contact the editor. 
     We also observe a óright of replyô policy  under 
which any individual  who feels that they have not 
been given a fair opportunity to comment in an 
article concerning them will be offered equal 
space at the first available opportunity. While eve-
ry attempt is made to avoid errors, if any inadvert-
ently  appear in print  they will  be corrected im-
mediately the matter has been brought to  the 
attention of the editor. 

Itõs A Square World: Solution 

20éBf2 21. Kxf2 Qh4+ 22. g3 Nxe4+ 23. Rxe4 

Qxe4 24. g4 Qe1+ with a decisive attack.  

Comment/Letters  

I 
 AM WRITING this letter be-

cause I needed to let everyone 

know what a talented author 

AB King is.  

   So I am thrilled that The Sword, 

The Ring and The Mirror is being 

published in the Gosport Globe and 

that he is finally getting the publicity 

that his remarkable talent deserves.  

   Wow, this is going to be a great 

read! I canõt wait for the next instal-

ment. That was my first reaction to 

reading this instalment.  

   This is one of AB Kingõs books I 

have not yet read.   

   It is part of a series that I thought 

was meant more for teens but I 

now think I was very wrong with 

that assumption.  

   I have, since reading this first part, 

brought the whole series on my 

Kindle and I am thoroughly enjoying 

the first book.  

   I highly recommend it to anyone 

of any age who loves an adventure 

with a great storyline and mystery.  

   I have loved every book I have 

read that was written by AB King 

and I have read several on my kin-

dle over the last year.   

   All have been extremely well 

written and captivating. His plots 

are imaginative and his descriptive 

prowess draws you into the story. 

   The twists and turns in each story 

are clever and unexpected so once 

into the story it is very hard to put 

down.  

   He has written a wide range of 

novels from disaster to romance 

and science fiction.  

   There are not many authors who 

are able to write about such a range 

of topics with equal skill.  

 AB Kingôs  
 Number 1 fan 
Helen Allwright 

 
[If you want to find out why Helen is 

so enthusiastic about the author, pick 

up  the latest instalment on Pages    

19-21, go back to the start of serialisa-

tion by downloading the two previous 

editions or read his books on Amazon.] 

WHATõS happening in Gosport 

schools? 

   Bigger classes in both primary and         

secondary schools, how can chil-

dren learn in a class of over 30? 

   Increased use of unqualified 

teachers or teaching assistants be-

cause schools cannot recruit 

enough staff; reduced spending on 

books and equipmenté  

   The Labour Party is committed to 

investing in education, as it did in 

government, funding Sure Start cen-

tres so that all children get a fair 

start in life; allowing only qualified 

teachers to teach by increasing plac-

es on university-based courses; re-

storing the value of practical,  voca-

tional courses because the Ebacc 

qualification is not suitable for all; 

making sure all schools are locally 

accountable; reducing class sizes, 

first in primary schools. 

   We want an education system fit 

for all. Is St Vincent, Gosportõs only 

college, safe? 

   According to Matt Atkinson, the 

principal of St Vincent College, in an 

interview with Portsmouthõs daily 

newspaper, The News: òFor some 

years now, the spending on sixth 

form education has already de-

creased significantly.          

   òUnfortunately we are being led 

to believe that the Governmentõs 

spending review will lead to a fur-

ther cuté 

   òPotentially this could lead to 

SOAPBOX 
bigger class sizes and fewer cours-

es for students to choose from.ó 

   Spending on college education 

has not been protected since 2010.  

   The Liberal Democrat/Tory coa-

lition agreed massive increases in 

university tuition fees and the cut-

ting of the Education Maintenance 

Allowance ñ EMA ñ which 

helped many students from work-

ing families to complete college 

courses. 

   Further education is now under 

review, with the probability that 

this will lead to colleges merging to 

create ôsuper-collegesõ (a bit like 

the NHS and its super-hospitals). 

   Nationally,  it is estimated that 

four in 10 colleges will close and/

or merge.   

   This will inevitably lead to a re-

duction in choice and longer travel 

times for Gosport students. 

By MARK SMITH 

THE House of Commons Petitions 

Committee, working with the 

Health Select Committee, has con-

firmed that it is to hold two evi-

dence sessions in respect of the 

Meningitis B petition.  

   The dates are Tuesday, March  

15 and Tuesday, March 22, com-

mencing around 14.15.  

   The sessions will be held in the 

House of Commons  and will be 

open to MPs, the press and public 

to attend.  The sessions will also be 

broadcast live on parliamentlive.tv.  

   We are really pleased that the 

Petitions Committee has decided 

to push forward with this quickly 

and gather evidence prior to the 

Parliamentary debate being held. By 

announcing this we can now put an 

end to the speculation that the 

debate isn't going to happen and 

that the argument to extend the 

vaccine use has already been lost. It 

hasn't and this fight continues. 

Sue Davie 
Meningitis Now 

Parliament 
to hear the  
vaccination 
arguments  

mailto:editorial@gosportglobe.uk
mailto:editorial@gosportglobe.uk
mailto:advertising@gosportglobe.uk?subject=Advertising%20enquiry
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T 
HIS IS National Apprenticeship 

Week and I am delighted that, 

since May 2010, 11,490 appren-

tices have started here in Gosport.  

   This is a fantastic figure and really im-

portant because apprenticeships make 

sense. 

   They give young people the chance to 

get the practical skills they need to find 

great jobs and get on in life. 

   In Parliament, I was delighted to at-

tend World Skills UK Reception to cele-

brate our World Champion Apprentic-

es, one of whom was from Gosport and 

was part of the fantastic Web Design 

Team.  

  Here in Gosport, our local economy 

greatly relies on young people having 

expertise in STEM subjects (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths). 

   Therefore, I attended receptions in 

Parliament to discuss how Government 

can tackle homophobia in engineering 

and support women in engineering.  

   Tech and engineering skills are vital to 

our country's economic growth so it is 

important that we harness the skills of 

all young people and enable them to 

pursue their STEM ambitions.  

 

ON SATURDAY , March 5, I 'cleaned 

for the Queen' along with many won-

derful volunteers at Walpole Park.  

   A number of litter-picks took place 

across the constituency with a great 

turn-out of volunteers tidying up their 

Economy relies on skills 

local schools, beaches, businesses and 

roads in honour of the Queenõs 90th 

birthday.  

 

LATER  that day I attended Gosport 

GOSPORT MP Caroline Dinenage has 

welcomed Wednesdayõs  Budget as one 

that she says will provide greater eco-

nomic security for the people of Gos-

port, Stubbington, Lee-on-the-Solent and 

Hill Head for now and the future.  

   According to the Conservative Equali-

ties Minister, the Budget provisions will: 

£ Cut taxes for working people. From 

April 2017 the tax-free personal 

allowance will rise to £11,500, a tax cut 

for 31 million people that means a typi-

cal basic rate taxpayer will be paying 

over £1,000 less income tax than in 

2010.  

   The higher rate threshold will also 

increase to £45,000, a tax cut of more 

than £400. In Gosport, 51,009 people 

will benefit from these changes, while 

1,934 people will be taken out of tax all 

together. 

£ Cut taxes for small businesses. 

600,000 small businesses will pay no 

business rates at all, an annual saving of 

up to almost £6,000, and 250,000 small 

businesses will get a tax cut on their 

business rates bill. 

£ Ensure taxes are paid. The Govern-

ment will legislate against property 

developers shifting profits offshore, rais-

ing over £500 million a year.  

   A further £500 million will be raised 

by imposing a duty on public sector bod-

ies to ensure their employees are paying 

the right tax.    

£ Introduce a new Lifetime ISA to help 

the next generation save. The ISA 

limit will be increased from just over 

£15,000 to £20,000 for everyone.  

   For those under 40, a completely new 

Lifetime ISA will be introduced.  

£ Freeze fuel duty to help household 

budgets and support small firms. 

This will save £75 a year to the average 

driver and £270 a year to a small busi-

ness with a van.  

   Beer duty and cider duty will also be 

frozen to back British pubs. 

£ Tackle homelessness. A £100 million 

investment will deliver accommoda-

tion for rough sleepers leaving hostels 

and domestic abuse victims and their 

families. 

£ Keep public spending under control. 

The Government will continue 

working to reduce the deficit so Britain 

will run a budget surplus by 2019/20 and 

the burden of our debt will be lifted 

from the shoulders of the future genera-

tion. 

  According to Caroline: òThe Office for 

Budget Responsibility statistics show 

that while Britainõs economy and 

productivity are continuing to grow, we 

still face challenges due to the slowdown 

in global economic growth and trade.  

   òI am pleased, therefore, that this 

Budget takes a long-term approach that 

will deliver economic security into the 

future. For too long, we have borrowed 

A month in politics with the Leading Lady of Gosporté 

Trade Fair at the Discovery Centre.  

   I was delighted to see that Fairtradeõs 

positive message to give the world's 

farmers a fair deal is being supported by 

so many of Gosportõs schools, business-

es and workplaces.  

 

I THOROUGHLY  enjoyed attending 

this yearõs Marine Jumble event.  

   It was great to see so many people 

taking advantage of the products on 

offer.  

   Gosport Marine Scene events are 

always fantastic at promoting the di-

verse and thriving marine and sailing 

scene here in Gosport and attracting 

people into the area. 

 

I HOSTED  and attended a meeting 

with local resident associations and Na-

tional Grid to discuss our concerns 

about the implications of the proposed 

IFA2 interconnector at Daedalus for our 

local area.  

   The second round of consultations is 

now launched and I encourage constitu-

ents to participate.  

   More details are available on the IFA2 

website: http://www.ifa2inter connect-

or.com/.  

 

ON MARCH 8 I celebrated Interna-

tional Womenõs Day 2016.  

   This yearõs theme was ôparityõ, mean-

ing ôthe state or condition of being 

equalõ.  

   It is right that we celebrate the great 

strides women have made but also 

acknowledge that more needs to be 

done to overcome the obstacles stop-

ping women from reaching their full 

potential.  

   In Gosport a great number of people 

joined the 'Go Women' walk over the 

Millennium Bridge to celebrate this im-

portant day.  

 

IN WESTMINSTER , I gave my sup-

port to the UKõs Earth Hour.  

   Itõs the 10th annual lights out display, 

aiming to set out the WWFõs vision for 

a low carbon future.  

   Last year more than 170 countries 

from across the globe got involved, in-

volving hundreds of millions of people.  

 

I ALSO had the pleasure of inviting 

Gosportõs Youth Citizen of the Year, 

Lacey Love Kent up to Parliament for a 

tour of Westminster to celebrate her 

great achievement.  

 

IN OTHER good news, Bridgemary 

Senior School, Siskin Junior School and 

St Vincent College all received Ofsted 

reports this month that signalled great 

improvement and achievement.  

   This is wonderful news for Gosport 

and shows the enormous hard work and 

effort of staff and head teachers to en-

sure our pupils and students have the 

best possible start in life. 

at the expense of the next generation 

which is both unfair and short-sighted.  

   òI am delighted that this Budget deliv-

ers on the Governmentõs commitment 

to cut the deficit whilst lowering taxes 

and restoring fairness to the system by 

closing tax loopholes.  

   òI particularly welcome the support 

shown for small businesses, which are 

the bedrock of our local economy.  

   òIn a competitive market, every little 

helps and I know the vibrant small busi-

ness owners in my constituency will 

welcome this support. It is also great 

news that 51,009 people across Gos-

port, Stubbington, Lee-on-the-Solent 

and Hill Head will be paying lower taxes 

and will be able to keep greater hold of 

their hard-earned money. 

   òToday the Office for National Statis-

tics also revealed that employment in 

Britain is at a record high at 74.1 per 

cent with a record high of 31.42 million 

people in work. In Gosport, the number 

of Job Seeker Allowance Claimants has 

reduced by 63 per cent since 2010.ó 

https://zonawickless.scentsy.co.uk/Enrollment/Join
http://www.ifa2interconnector.com/
http://www.ifa2interconnector.com/
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A history of Portsmouth in three memorable words... 

I 
 THINK it is true to say that Andrew Negus had 

Stokes Bay WI ladies in his thrall at this monthõs 

meeting on Tuesday which, considering two of the 

three words in the title of his talk were ôdungõ and 

ôharlotsõ might come as a surprise.   

   Starting with a photo of Portsmouth, taken on a sun-

ny day from Gosport, it was hard to imagine how this 

small island, much of it marshland, has 

become, through a series of intercon-

nected accidents, incidents and interven-

tions, the most densely populated city in 

the UK outside London.  Where did the 

dung and harlots feature in this transfor-

mation and when and why did it start?  

   Well, according to Andrew, perhaps 

after the death of William Rufus when 

his brother Robert crossed from Nor-

mandy and made a successful landing in 

what is now Portsmouth Harbour.   

   Admittedly Robert failed to seize the 

throne from his younger sibling, Henry, 

but his attempt proved Portchester Cas-

tleõs inability to protect the area further 

down the coast from invasion and the 

need for some kind of defensive system 

of what, later, became Portsmouth and, 

later still, Portsea Island.  

   Over the years, other Henrys built 

towers, square and round, replaced ram-

parts with walls and eventually enclosed 

an area that, until expanded to include 

Portsea in the late 18th Century, was 

accessible by only one gate ð the North.  

   In 1194, Richard the Lionheart had 

given Portsmouth its first Royal Charter 

and the right to hold a 15-day market.  

So, with vendors and vendees, not to 

mention animals, we can see where the 

dung comes in!  Unfortunately, without 

piped water or a sewage system, we 

canõt see how it goes out ð other than 

into the ôcamberõ where it swirled and 

stagnated making the experience of 

ôscoldsõ in the ducking stools doubly dis-

gusting - and the need to drink beer in-

evitable!   

   Even at this time, ships could be com-

mandeered for the kingõs purposes, 

though they were more likely to be used 

for transporting soldiers to battle than 

fighting at sea.   

   But it was Henry VII who started the 

dockyard by granting Portsmouth per-

mission to build, as well as repair, royal 

ships.  Then, in 1509, with the commis-

sioning of the ôMary Roseõ, Henry VIII 

established, not only his reputation as 

the ôFather of the Royal Navyõ, but, the 

importance of Portsmouth in the defence 

ð and expansion ð of the realm.  

   Now, no doubt, we can see where the 

harlots enter ñ literally!  As the Navy 

grew, Portsmouth and Southsea grew 

with it, until, in 1750, there was a popu-

lation of 24,000 plus those in Portsea.  

   So many mouths to feed (so much 

dung to deal with), so many needs to 

fulfil!  Spice Island alone had 44 pubs and 

numerous brothels renowned all over 

the world.  The ôPortsmouth Polsõ with 

their sturdy physiques and stone rings 

offered ôcompanionshipõ to sailors in 

dock; they even provided a ôdeliveryõ 

service, paying the wherryman a princely 

£5 to row them safely to and from the 

ships in harbour.  

   Andrewõs talk ended at 1760 but then 

it was only Part One of his ôHarlots, 

Dung and Gloryõ series and ð ah yes, the 

third word of the title ð ôgloryõ.   

   We were left in no doubt of the con-

tribution Portsmouth ð and Gosport ð 

had played in the growth of and Empire 

that, by 1760, included North America, 

Canada, India, and parts of Africa.   

   But we were also left wanting to hear 

Parts Two and Three.  In fact, the only 

question to Andrew was: òWhen can 

you come back?ó  

   Having retired from teaching history 

(and backpacking around the world), 

Andrew continues to share his expansive 

knowledge and enthusiasm in a way that 

inspires and entertains.  He brought our 

area to life with insights into local char-

acters ð including some who came to a 

ôsticky endõ; confessions to liking some 

monarchs and not others ñ and, of 

course, very helpful slides.  

   During Social Time, the perfect guest, 

he even showed an interest in our com-

petition for the best ôFlower Arrange-

ment in a Cupõ, which, at a stretch, could 

claim to combine dung and glory...  

Those harlots would have been amused!  

[Liz Mitchell is the President of Stokes 

Bay WI, which meets third Tuesday, 

St Maryõs Parish Centre, Alverstoke.] 

The glory 

days of 

pols and 

pongs 

By LIZ MITCHELL 

PAST MASTER: Historian Andrew Negus at the 
Stokes Bay WI meeting on Tuesday 

ARTWORK: Jayne Colebourne presents Wendy 
Ledger with her óbest display in a cupô prize  

Lottery fund grants to mark Great War 
GOSPORT MP Caroline Dinenage, 

is encouraging groups to consider 

applying to the Heritage Lottery 

Fund for community projects to 

learn more about the First World 

War and to think about how they 

would like to mark the centenary.    

  The Heritage Lottery Fund sup-

ports projects across the UK that 

focus not just on the events of 1914

ð1918 but also on the lasting chang-

es the war brought about.  

   The HLF is making at least 

£1million a year available until 2019 

as part of the ôFirst World War: 

then and nowõ programme for 

small, community grants.    

   It provides grants of £3,000 to 

£10,000 enabling groups across the 

country to explore, conserve and 

share their First World War herit-

age and deepen the understanding 

of the impact of the conflict. The 

Heritage Lottery Fund has awarded 

grants to groups within Gosport 

including: Friends of Gosport Mu-

seum, The Gosport Society, 

Groundwork Solent and The His-

torical Diving Society.  

   And Caroline said: òIõm delight-

ed that the Heritage Lottery Fund 

is making this money available to 

local communities.   Since they 

began in 1994, they have given 

£9,758,461 in grants to projects in 

Gosport. Like many areas across 

the UK, the impact of the First 

World War on the people of Gos-

port was extensive.     

   òFor those who want to find out 

more about its legacy or who wish 

to mark the Centenary, I would 

urge them to get in touch with 

Heritage Lottery Fund.ó      

   Head of Heritage Lottery Fund 

South -east England Stuart 

McLeod said: òThe impact of the 

First World War was far -reaching, 

touching and shaping every corner 

of the UK and beyond.   The Herit-

age Lottery Fundõs ôFirst World 

War: then and nowõ programme 

will enable communities to explore 

the continuing legacy of this war 

and help young people in particular 

to broaden their understanding of 

how it has shaped our modern 

world.ó  

   Since April 2010, HLF has award-

ed over £70 million to more than 

1,300 projects ð large and small ð 

that will mark the centenary of the 

First World War.  

   If a group has a project idea to 

mark the centenary of the First 

World War, an online application 

p a c k  i s  a v a i l a b l e :  h t t p : / /

www.hlf.org.uk/ThenAndNow.   

   Should a group need more than 

£10,000 for a First World War pro-

ject, it can apply to HLF through its 

open programmes.    CASH ADVICE: Caroline Dinenage 

http://www.hlf.org.uk/ThenAndNow
http://www.hlf.org.uk/ThenAndNow
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/programmes.aspx
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Poetry Corner  

On such a fine morning I once stepped out 

On that day so long ago, 

There was a boldness then that buried doubt 

I swear, the very Horizon glowed. 

 

The on the thing without end is time 

And this was the eve of everything, 

Yesterday uncertainty had been the victim: 

Now freedom was on the wing. 

 

I had the time and I was young; 

All advice I could cast aside, 

A door flung open and I was gone 

Into the care of time and tide. 

 

I have passed through many years since then: 

Some still lie heavy on my bones, 

Many fine mornings have come again; 

The dark ones kept close to me alone. 

 

So on this morning as on this day 

I go forth to try once more, 

But this time I might change my ways: 

Old I can no longer roar. 

 

But I have blamed myself far too much; 

No use at-all to be still denying, 

Too long misfortune has been my crutch; 

Life is naught nut a story of learning. 

 
Bill Slavin  

 

FOR more poems, Gosportõs own Scottish bard Bill has a 

Kindle book available  on Amazon.co.uk. He would wel-

come contributions to his weekly column from poets 

whether budding, established or simply inspired by the 

occasional muse.) 

One Fine Morning 

C 
HARLES MUMBY was a 

pharmaceutical chemist from 

Chatteris, Cambridgeshire, 

who moved to Gosport in 1844. 

   Gosport then was a "well built 

handsome town" with thrice weekly 

markets and a railway terminus.  

   Mumby went into business on his 

own in 1849, at number 47 High 

Street. He was keen to diversify and 

applying his skill with concoctions, 

soon setting himself up as a manu-

facturer of mineral waters.  

   To ensure the necessary supply of 

good water, he sank a large bore 

hole, or artesian well, in the large 

backyard of his shop. The premises 

also had a rear access from North 

Street. At 384 feet down, the well 

was deep enough to reach the aqui-

fers in the chalk sub-soil, for Gos-

port is surrounded by the sea and is 

penetrated by salty creeks.  

   His next step was to install elabo-

rate machinery to increase output 

of manufactured ice. The fame of 

Mumby's soda water, ginger beer 

and lemonade spread rapidly across 

hough he had neither the capacity 

nor an inclination for a career in 

business, it was Everitt who over-

saw the public floatation of the 

company in 1898, which greatly 

enriched the family and  allowed 

him to indulge in his love of travel.  

   Everitt died in 1906 leaving a 

third of his majority holding to only 

son Cyril, who would have pre-

ferred a career in the Army. When 

Cyril was appointed managing direc-

tor in 1907, the firm employed 100 

people at its two factories and had 

capital of £45,000. He installed him-

self in one of the finest houses in 

Gosport and was the owner of an 

expensive motor car and yacht.  

   Cyril's good fortune was ended in 

1914 while serving in the Army 

when he was severely wounded in 

battle. After the Great War he was 

to make a new life on the continent, 

resigning his directorship of the 

company in 1924. He died in 1938, 

by which time the company had 

been sold, although it continued to 

trade under the Mumby name.  

   The prosporous, elegant Gosport 

that the family had helped to create 

was destroyed by a combination of 

German air raids  in World War 

Two and redevelopment during the 

late 1950s and early 1960s.  

   Nothing remains of the offices in 

the High Street or the premises in 

Portsmouth. So ends the Mumby 

story. However there is a link that 

still stands ñ one of the buildings 

that was at the back of the business 

and reached from what was North 

Street, now Mumby Road.  

the south of England and within a 

few years he was to supply large 

quantities to both the Army and 

Navy, traditionally victualled from 

Gosport. His clowning glory was to 

receive a Royal Warrant from 

Queen Victoria. Mumby's being one 

of only four brands of mineral wa-

ter that was served at her table.  

   In 1864 Mumby joined the Board 

of Trustees that governed Gosport. 

He was to serve as chairman from 

1881 to 1894 and oversaw vast 

improvements to the town. Streets 

were widened, the old fortifications 

were removed, areas of open 

ground were acquired for recrea-

tional purposes and a Free Library 

was created.  

   He became a county councillor, a 

magistrate and sat on many public 

and social committees. The manu-

facture and supply of mineral wa-

ters continued at its original prem-

ises in the High Street and an office 

was opened up in Portsmouth. 

Mumby was also a founder member 

of the National Liberal Club and 

was appointed colonel of a territo-

rial unit the ôThird Hampshiresõ.  

   Mumby retired from the active 

management of the business in 

1885. The chemist's shop in the 

High Street was reduced to a side-

line and given up. His eldest son 

Everitt was appointed managing 

director of the company from 

which he derived a good living. Alt-

Craft evening 
opportunity  
to share skills 

Soft drinks secret behind prosperity 

VICTORIAN ENTREPRENEUR: Charles Mumby, 1823 to 1895, right, was the founder of the soft 
drinks firm names after him and a major influence on the development of Gosport; top left, an     
advertising slogan from the 1920s and, above left, stone bottles for ginger beer 

By Associate Editor  
PETER MAGUIRE 

KEEN crafters are invited to an open evening in Gos-

port on Friday, April 8, to share their skills and exper-

tise, join in with demonstrations or learn a new hobby.  

   The event is open to anyone interested in any kind of 

crafty pursuit and people are invited to bring along their 

own crafts as well. 

   Brendoncare Clubs Locality Manager Karen Seale 

said: òItõs a great opportunity for craft-minded people 

to meet others who share the same interests. Weõre 

hoping people will come along with their favourite 

crafts, and show off their work whilst maybe picking up 

a few hints and tips themselves.ó 

   It is being organised by members and volunteers at 

the Gosport Beaders and Gosport Arts and Crafts 

clubs, who meet weekly at Brendoncareõs Club Hamp-

shire centre. The two clubs will have some of their own 

work on display and available to purchase, and there 

will also be a raffle and refreshments. 

   The Arts and Crafts Club meets every Friday morn-

ing, from 9.30am to 11.30am, and members enjoy a 

variety of different craft activities, including card mak-

ing, watercolours, knitting and crochet.  

   The Beaders Club meets on Friday evenings from 

6.30pm until 9pm, and members work on a range of 

beaded jewellery and other projects. New faces are 

always welcome at both clubs, and Brendoncare is also 

keen to hear from anyone interested in volunteering at 

either club. 

   Brendoncare runs more than 85 social and friendship 

clubs across Hampshire and Dorset, offering older peo-

ple a place to meet new friends and enjoy a variety of 

different activities. Each club has its own unique charac-

ter, but all offer fun, friendship and a warm welcome. 

   The April 8 craft evening takes place from 6.30pm, at 

the Club Hampshire Centre, Willis Road, The Anchor-

age, Gosport, PO12 1LZ.  

   More information is available by telephoning the char-

ityõs head office on 01962 857099. 
LINK WITH PAST: A surviving 
part of the Mumby complex 


